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150 Years of Theta (1870-2020) 

BY: LIZ APPEL RINCK | GAMMA/BUTLER 

150 YEARS IN THE MAKING... NEARLY EIGHT YEARS IN THE PLANNING... 

IT’S FINALLY HERE! 2020: THE YEAR OF KAPPA ALPHA THETA’S SESQUICENTENNIAL. 


If you’re a devoted—or even a casual—reader of the Theta magazine, you 
already know this. And you’re already well aware that the word sesquicen tennial 
refers to a 150th anniversary. What you may not remember is that we actually 
launched magazine coverage of our sesquicentennial back in 2016. 

It was in the Winter 2016 issue, in fact, and your editor was clearly a bit giddy 
because I indulged in not one but two exclamation points in four sentences. I 
wrote: “In 2020—just four short years from now—Kappa Alpha Theta will 
be 150 years old. Not many organizations can say that! Yet our Fraternity has 
not only survived but thrived for a century and a half. That is definitely cause 
for celebration!” 

In the same issue, I also explained how we’d begin commemorating our 
150th, by honoring the women who created our Fraternity and established 
her values: our founders. Accordingly, we dedicated each of the subsequent 
years to a founder and the Theta value she epitomized. 2016 was the Year 
of Service and Bettie Tipton Lindsey; 2017 was the Year of Scholarship and 
Alice Allen Brant; 2018 was the Year of Sisterhood and Hannah Fitch Shaw; 
and 2019 was the Year of Leadership and Bettie Locke Hamilton. 

Between the Winter of 2016 and today, I hope you’ve enjoyed learning 
more about our founders and their lives during and after college; about 
sesquicentennial previews at Grand Conventions 2016 and 2018; about the 
myriad ways Kappa Alpha Theta continues to nurture service, scholarship, 
sisterhood, and leadership; and—most notably—about our aspirational and 
inspirational sisters who demonstrate the relevance and importance of the 
Theta experience every day. 

And now here we are in 2020. Anticipation is an interesting thing. Sometimes 
planning for and looking forward to a milestone event renders the event 
itself rather ... anticlimactic. Happily, our sesquicentennial year promises not 
to disappoint, and we hope this issue of our magazine won’t, either. 


To begin with, there’s a behind-the-scenes look at The Kite , a truly beautiful 
and moving film about Theta’s founding. The Kite debuted on January 27, 
and you can go backstage, as it were, on pages 6 and 7. (If you haven’t had a 
chance to experience the movie, you can learn how to do so on page 6.) 

As some wise person (probably a Theta!) once said, we glance backward in 
order to proceed forward. In her regular Ask the Archivist feature on page 
11, Staff Archivist Noraleen Duvall Young, Alpha Chi/Purdue, revisits 
Theta’s last significant anniversary: our centennial in 1970. 

While Grand Convention 1970 offered Thetas a heck of a party, Grand 
Convention 2020 may well be the grandest Convention of all. From the 
location (Indianapolis, just down the road from where Theta began) to the 
all-star speakers to beloved traditions and exciting new events, it’s going to be 
one for the books. Learn all about it on pages 16, 28, and 29. 

On Founders Day itself, I attended a delightful event with Thetas from 
chapters all over the continent. If you, too, had the chance to participate in 
a Founders Day celebration and took some photos, we’d love to see them. 
Find out how to share them with us on page 35. 

In addition to all that, in this issue we introduce you to our cover-Theta, 

Dia Davidson-Smith, Gamma Delta/Georgia; look back at a decade of Day 
of Service; and tell many other stories. Thank you for keeping me company 
on our journey to 2020. I’m so happy we’re marking this occasion together. 
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THETA MATTERS 



Gamma Sigma/San Diego State 

News, Views, & Stuff 
You Can Use 


ALPHA BETA/SWARTHMORE 

With deep sadness, we announce the closing 
of the Alpha Beta Chapter at Swarthmore 
College. The members of Grand Council 
accepted the Alpha Beta Chapter charter, 
relinquished by a unanimous vote of the 
chapter members on October 27 and effec¬ 
tive December 13, 2019. 

The closing of the chapter is a direct result 
of an announcement by the administration 
of Swarthmore: that fraternity/sorority life 
no longer has relevance on Swarthmore’s 
campus. In her letter to the campus com¬ 
munity announcing this decision, school 
president Valerie Smith stated, “Fraternities 


and sororities will no longer exist at the 

College_Exclusive, dues-paying social 

organizations no longer effectively meet the 
needs of our residential liberal arts envi¬ 
ronment.” Although Alpha Beta was to be 
allowed to continue with its current mem¬ 
bers through the Spring 2022 semester, they 
would not be permitted to recruit. With only 
22 members this fall and most of the group 
graduating this spring, the chapter viewed 
any path forward as too difficult, particularly 
for the four women who would remain in 
2022 . 

In an article in the Summer 2019 issue (page 
5) of the Theta magazine, we stressed that 
the school-wide edict banning Greek-letter 


organizations was in no way reflective of 
the behavior of members of the Alpha Beta 
Chapter. At that time, in fact, we hoped that 
college administrators might be persuaded of 
the value of Kappa Alpha Theta’s presence 
on the Swarthmore campus. 

The closing of a college chapter is a painful 
experience, and we know it is especially dif¬ 
ficult for the college and alumnae members 
of the chapter, who feel a profound sense 
of loss. We are all bound by our ritual, and 
our sisterhood goes beyond the chapters in 
which we were initiated. Our Alpha Beta 
sisters continue to bring strength to Kappa 
Alpha Theta. 
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GRAND FINALE 

The Houston Alumnae Chapter hosted the 2019 
Theta Charity Antiques Show at the George 
R. Brown Convention Center November 21 
through 24. The weekend-long event was the 
show’s grand finale, a celebration of the exhibi¬ 
tors, speakers, volunteers, and patrons who 
made the event possible since its inception in 
1952. Over the years, nearly $8 million was 
raised for Bayou Bend Collection and Gardens/ 
The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; Child 
Advocates; Kappa Alpha Theta Foundation; and 
Texas Children’s Cancer & Hematology Center, 
as well as local charities. The Houston Alumnae 
Chapter is committed to its philanthropic legacy 
and will announce its next endeavor in late 2020. 

THETAS OF TOMORROW 

Look back on your college years and ponder: 
what is your most treasured Theta memory? 

The amazing friendships you formed? The com¬ 
mitment to service that contributed to a better 
campus community? The valuable leadership 
opportunities? 

When you pay alumnae dues, you help strength¬ 
en the Theta experience for future generations 
of Thetas. You help the college women of today 
and tomorrow forge lifelong connections, exer¬ 
cise leadership, and serve others. Learn more 
about paying alumnae dues on page 35. 


READING WOMEN 

This online book club allows both collegians 
and alumnae from around the world to share 
thoughts, ideas, and just generally engage with 
one another around a love for literature. All 
book discussions take place on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 8:30 p.m. Eastern 
on the Reading Women Facebook page. 

On March 11, we’ll discuss The Moment of Tift: 
How Empowering Women Changes the World, by 
Melinda French Gates, Beta Rho/Duke, and on 
June 10, we’ll discuss Drawing Down the Moon, by 
Shawn Keller Cooper, Delta Xi/North Carolina. 
The work of another Theta author, The East 
Woman in the Forest, by Diane Les Becquets, 
Gamma Omega/Auburn, was the focus of 
January’s discussion. 

CORRECTION 

In the article “Inspired Spaces” (Autumn 2019), 
the award-winning design of Abercrombie & 
Fitch’s Building U was incorrectly attributed to a 
creative team that included MJ Sagan, Beta Phi/ 
Penn State, during her tenure at anderson archi¬ 
tects. The building should have been credited to 
MJ’s eponymous firm, MJ Sagan Architecture. 
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IF YOU COULD TRAVEL THROUGH TIME, WHAT WOULD YOU WANT TO WITNESS? 
WHERE—AND WHEN-WOULD YOU GO? 


Some students of Theta history might choose Greencastle, Indiana, on 
January 27, 1870, our founding date. Others might choose the same place 
but different dates: autumn of 1869, when Bettie Locke and Alice Allen 
began working on the constitution, bylaws, and badge design for their 
nascent fraternity, or March 14, 1870, when our founders famously wore 
their brand-new Theta badges to chapel service. 

We can now vicariously visit all of these times and places! The Kite, a Theta 
film that debuted on January 27, 2020, depicts the seminal events of our 
founding. And on these two pages, you can do some additional traveling: 
behind the scenes of the film with the actors and production company on 
DePauw’s campus in Greencastle. (If you haven’t already seen The Kite , go to 
www.kappaalphatheta.org/150) 


Sesquicentennial Celebration 

1870-2020 


‘Maybe We 
Something 


“I felt really honored to play 
this amazing woman. I loved 
researching her and feeling like 
I’m part of the movement for 
women in higher education.” 

— Meghan Andrew (Bettie Locke) 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY THINK AHEAD STUDIOS 



“I got to live the inspiring story 
of four brave young women 
creating a space for themselves 
in a world that was determined 
to exclude them. So much 
care and respect went into 
recreating the founders’ story, 
and I couldn’t be more proud 
to be a part of it.” 

— Sophia Hoffman, Alpha/DePauw 
(Bettie Tipton) 


It’s a wrap! Meghan Andrew (Bettie Locke), 
Sionne Elise (Alice Allen), Think Ahead Studios 
team members, and Theta staffers celebrated 
the end of a successful shoot. 



“The entire experience was amazing. The crew was so helpful and 
gifted, and the fraternity sisters helped us through it as well.” 

- Sionne Elise (Alice Allen) 



“I just felt incredibly honored to be trusted with telling this story. 
I feel connected to Hannah in some way.” 

— Carly Stewart (Hannah Fitch) 



We were very fortunate in the weather: beautiful blue skies and 
temperatures in the upper 70s. The actors were thorough 
professionals, never even mentioning how hot a long wool 
dress feels on a Midwest summer day. 



An entire room served as the costume closet for clothing authentic 
to the middle decades of the 1800s. 
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FRATERNITY 

HOUSING 

CORPORATION 


FROM HOUSE MOM TO 


FACILITY 

DIRECTOR 


THE EVOLUTION OF THE WOMEN WHO WORK IN OUR HOMES 


BY: AMANDA GAGLIO RODRIGUEZ | ETA THETA/CENTRAL FLORIDA 


LOOKING BACK 



In the fall of 1890, the first chapter house was rented 
for Thetas. Back then, we were required to have an older 
woman, called a chaperone, live in the house to oversee 
the activities of the members. In the 1910s the position 
title evolved to housemother and these women began to 
also manage the house. 


A 1942 article in the Theta magazine detailed the tasks: 

“A housemother’s duties are things she must work out for herself 
just as a mother would, for a great responsibility is placed upon 
her in caring for a group of college girls. In addition to this moral 
responsibility, a housemother has general supervision of the house, 
and hires the help, plans menus, and orders the food. ” 


SOME THINGS CHANGE 

By the mid-1990s, the title housemother evolved to facility 
director , to better represent the multiple tasks of manag¬ 
ing and running a chapter facility. Between then and now, 
the duties of the facility director (FD) have continued to 
morph into a role that could equate to an on-site property 
manager. Processes and procedures have been developed 
for the ongoing maintenance of our houses, long-term 
planning for renovations to remain competitive on each 
campus, and to make sure our houses are safe and secure 
for members. Our older homes can require additional 
maintenance and updates (like air conditioning and Wi-Fi), 
while even newer buildings can benefit from increases in 
staff and services. 


The first FHC Facility Director Conference was designed 
to give our FDs the tools they need to be successful in 
their jobs. Our goal was to provide an overview of 
expectations, bring our employees together, and create 
opportunities for dialogue and bonding over their 
experiences and challenges. 

Facility directors from all FHC-managed homes were 
flown to San Diego for a multi-day training event at the 
Gamma Sigma house, learning more about working with 
chapter members, officers, and advisors, as well as how 
the FD position is key to safety, security, and providing a 
well-maintained house. 



HOME SWEET HOME 


SUNNY SAN DIEGO 

Over the past 12 years, Fraternity Housing Corporation 
(FHC) staff has continued to adapt to meet the needs of 
our members and worked to ensure consistency among 
the responsibilities and expectations of our facility direc¬ 
tors. We realized that our facility directors would benefit 
from additional training to help them meet the demands 
of their jobs. 


The roles and responsibilities, and even the title, of the 
women who live in our homes has continued to evolve 
over Theta’s 150 years. These women are managers, buy¬ 
ers, employers, and hostesses. They link chapter members, 
university administrators, parents, alumnae, and Fraternity 
officers. They take care of our homes so that they can be 
enjoyed by Thetas for years to come. 
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THETA LIFE 



BY: DONNA J. MEYER | ALPHA UPSILON/WASHBURN 


In late summer of 1978, leaving my small town in Kansas to attend 
Washburn University thanks to an academic scholarship, I had no idea 
what was in store for my future. But—fortunately for me—I chose 
the right road, the one that led me to the Alpha Upsilon Chapter of 
Kappa Alpha Theta and a new chapter in my life. 

For someone like me, Theta was exactly what I needed, even though I 
didn’t know it at the time. Living and sharing the Theta bond with so 
many intelligent and talented women was not only humbling but also 
inspiring. I was introduced to a wide new world of education, culture, 
and social graces. The Thetas in our chapter truly wanted everyone 
in the organization to be successful, well-rounded individuals: 
academically, socially, and philanthropically. I have countless 
memories; here are a few that hold a very special place in my heart. 

As a freshman, the self-discipline for studying I had in high school 
disappeared in all the distractions of my first year away from home. I 
found myself struggling to meet the minimum required grade-point 
average for initiation. One night, two upper-class Theta sisters, who 
were in the same philosophy class as I, came to my room. I was not 
doing well in the class, and a crucial exam was on the horizon. A bad 
test score would have had a disastrous effect on my GPA! They were 
so sly, acting as if they needed my help on the test when, in reality, 
they knew the material far better than I did. It worked: they brought 
me to the level I needed to be to do well on the exam. Thanks to 
Patricia Devore Riley and Melissa Croskell, I passed the test, made my 
required GPA, and was initiated in 1979—41 years ago. 


One day the following year, I gave blood on campus. A few hours 
later, I became very ill and remained sick for almost a week. Thanks 
to my “pledge mom,” Carol Johnson VanAhlers, I was taken to the 
clinic on campus for a much-need shot that allowed me to return to 
classes. She lived up to her role as “mom” and was there to be sure 
that I took care of myself ... something we don’t always do at that 
age. Carol is one of the most wonderful people to have ever entered 
my life and remains a good friend to this day. 

Lastly, but most importantly, there is the anonymous Theta (or group 
of Thetas) who helped me during my junior year. I wish I knew who 
they were (And believe me, I’ve asked around!) because their gener¬ 
osity touched me deeply. That particular year, I experienced serious 
financial difficulties. These caring individuals covered my Theta house 
payments, allowing me not only to stay in the house, but also to stay 
at Washburn. It is because of the generous spirit of these women 
that I donate to Theta Foundation. My hope is to assist a struggling 
Theta somewhere. If easing a financial burden helps to eliminate one 
stressor in her life, then her attention can be directed to other obliga¬ 
tions. Someone stepped up on behalf of me; I want to step up for 
someone as well. 

My life has been so much richer because of this diverse group of 
women—the Alpha Upsilon Chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta at 
Washburn University in Topeka, Kansas—who offered me just a little 
bit of themselves to help shape the person I am today. 
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THETA FOUNDATION 


LEARNING TO STEP OUTSIDE OF MY COMFORT ZONE 


THETA FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO MEMBERS AS THEY PURSUE HIGHER 
EDUCATION. BUT A SCHOLARSHIP MEANS MORE THAN JUST THE VALUE OF A CHECK. A SCHOLARSHIP IS A TANGIBLE 
REPRESENTATION OF SUPPORT FROM THE ORGANIZATION THAT UNITES US ALL. 



Kathryn Ann Fasola 
Alpha Tau/Cincinnati 


#GmNGTUESDAY 

Together we celebrated 
the Theta who started 
it all—Bettie Locke 
Hamilton—with gifts in her 
honor on Giving Tuesday, 
December 3, 2019. 

Women supporting 
women is the core of 
Kappa Alpha Theta’s 
unwavering strength. Like 
our founders who led 
the way for women 150 
years before us, Theta 
collegians and alumnae 
continue to encourage 
and draw strength from 
one another. 

In the spirit of sisterhood 
and giving, 835 donors 
contributed more than 
$483,923 to the Theta 
Forever Fund on 
#GivingTuesday! These 
thoughtful and generous 
donations support lifetime 
connections that inspire 
Thetas to reach their 
fullest potential. 

Together we showed 
Thetas everywhere that 
we believe in them and 
support their dreams. 

Thank you! 


Katie Fasola, Alpha Tau / Cincinnati, 
received the 2019 Alice Allen Brant 
Founders Memorial Scholarship as a result 
of her commitment to academic excellence 
and intellectual curiosity. We hope that her 
story reminds you to challenge yourself to 
try new things and take risks with grace 
and confidence, knowing that your Theta 
sisters have your hack. 

As my senior year reaches its mid¬ 
point, I have started to reflect on key 
moments in my college experience— 
my favorite memories and with whom 
they were shared. Looking back at the 
last four years, I see the highest of 
highs, the lowest of lows, and a life that 
is lived somewhere in between. In all 
these circumstances, Theta has 
maintained a special place. 

I consider two of my best life decisions 
to be attending the University of 
Cincinnati (UC) and joining Kappa 
Alpha Theta. As a senior in high 
school, I received an invitation to inter¬ 
view for the Lindner Honors-PLUS 
Program, a co-operative education 
honors business program at UC. Given 
I had my heart set on another school, I 
decided to interview “just to practice.” 
Never did I think I would fall in love 
with the campus and the variety of 
opportunities the program offers! 

I was encouraged by an upperclass¬ 
man mentor and Theta alumna to go 
through recruitment, and—just as UC 
took me by surprise—I took myself by 
surprise as I stepped outside my com¬ 
fort zone and into Greek life. 

I love challenging myself to try new 
experiences and with that, have found 
myself taking continuous risks with 
both grace and confidence. Had I not 
said “yes” to UC or to Theta, I would 
not be the woman I am today. 

Throughout my past four years at 
UC, I have been active in multiple 
student organizations, including the 
Lindner Ambassadors, Lindner Student 
Association, and 4 Paws for Ability. 




I have participated in four co-op 
rotations with companies such as GE 
Aviation, AMEND Consulting, and 
Takeda Oncology. Currently, I serve 
as the chief executive officer for the 
Alpha Tau Chapter, having served as 
the chief recruiting officer last year. 

I have had the privilege of studying 
abroad in India and South America, 
as well as participating in a domestic 
service trip to New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Upon return, I assumed my current 
position as a PACE Leader, or mentor, 
for an underclassmen group of honors 
students. Without encouragement from 
the women in my chapter, I do not 
think I would have had the confidence 
to pursue these endeavors. 

Being a recipient of a Founders 
Memorial Scholarship is incredibly 
humbling. With the generosity of the 
Theta Foundation, I will be able to 
work toward achieving my personal and 
professional goals without the stress 
of college expenses. For that, words 
cannot express my appreciation. This 



scholarship means more than just a 
monetary contribution to my future. 

It represents the mentorship Theta has 
provided and the legacy I hope 
to continue. 

Every Theta woman is unique. Each 
of us has different aspirations and 
interests, but what will always unite us 
are our values and goals. At the end of 
the day, no matter where life may take 
me, I know I will always be able to call 
Theta home. 

This blog—originally published on the 
Kappa Alpha Theta website—is part 
of a series of blog posts from Theta 
Foundation’s most recent Founders 
Memorial Scholarship recipients. The 
Founders Memorial Scholarships are 
awarded to four outstanding]unior collegian 
applicants each academic year. These 
scholarships are Theta Foundation’s most 
prestigious awards, valued at $12,000 
each. The recipients are purposefully 
matched to a specific founder based on 
their shared qualities. 
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BY: NORALEEN DUVALL YOUNG | ALPHA CHI/PURDUE 


As we continue to recognize the 150th anniversary of Theta's founding throughout 
2020, you might be wondering: What did we do to celebrate our last significant 
anniversary—our centennial—in 1970? 


The highlight of the year was the centennial Convention at the Hotel 
Coronado in San Diego. More than 900 Thetas and friends attended, 
representing 93 college chapters and 83 alumnae chapters. They man¬ 
aged not only the general business of Convention but also enjoyed a 
large cake sporting 100 candles, special displays, and a Theta boutique. 
Many past Fraternity presidents and officers participated. Carole Cones, 
Alpha/DePauw, great-granddaughter of Bettie Locke Hamilton, attend¬ 
ed along with her mother, Genevieve Hartley Cones, Alpha/DePauw, 
and wore a dress that had belonged to Bettie. 


HOW DID 
LAST 


WE 

BIG 


Planning for our 100th began several years in 
advance, with the goal that there would be 
multiple ways for members and chapters to mark 
the occasion. The first event, a Founders Day weekend celebration, 
included a luncheon in Indianapolis on Saturday, January 24, 1970, 
attended by more than 700 Thetas representing 43 chapters. A smaller 
group went on to Greencastle, Indiana, for a ceremony at East College 
at DePauw University. There, Fraternity President Norma Anderson 
Jorgensen, Gamma Zeta/Connecticut, spoke about how “... the future 
is ours to mold with continuing loyalty and faith.” 


Theta presented a check to the university as an initial gift for the estab¬ 
lishment of the Founders Garden at the DePauw Performing Arts 
Center. The weekend’s activities ended on Tuesday, January 27, with a 
service at each of the founders’ gravesites, at which local Thetas laid 
flowers on the graves and dedicated special markers engraved with 
“Founder Kappa Alpha Theta 1870/Jan. 27, 1970.” 


Throughout the centennial year, Thetas were encouraged to participate 
in many activities, including “kite flights,” tree-plantings, and raising 
funds for local charities as well as the Fraternity’s philanthropy, the 
Institute of Logopedics (Heartsprings). 


CELEBRATE THETA’S 
ANNIVERSARY? 


Thetas knew how to throw a party back in 1970 ... just as we 
do in 2020! 
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10 QUESTIONS 


AS CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF CORNA KOKOSING CONSTRUCTION CO. (CK), LORI BURGETT GILLETT, 
ZETA SIGMA/OHIO NORTHERN, LEADS ONE OF THE LARGEST CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES IN OHIO. 
AND—WHILE THE NUMBER OF WOMEN IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IS INCREASING-SHE IS A RARE 
FEMALE BOSS IN THE FIELD. TO KEEP HER PULSE ON THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY AND DEVELOP 
THE INDUSTRY’S FUTURE WORKFORCE, LORI IS INVOLVED WITH SEVERAL ASSOCIATIONS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS, SERVING ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR SSOE GROUP, A GLOBAL ENGINEERING 
AND CONSTRUCTION PROJECT DELIVERY FIRM, AND THE ADVISORY BOARD FOR THE OHIO NORTHERN 
UNIVERSITY SMULL COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING. SHE RECENTLY WAS REAPPOINTED TO A SECOND TERM 
ON THE GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARD. 


PLEASE TELL US SOMETHING WE PROBABLY DON’T 
KNOW ABOUT THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY. 

A quick fun fact is that a lot of people are confused about 
cement and concrete: cement is actually a component of con¬ 
crete. Cement is to concrete as milk is to ice cream. A more 
serious fact is that only nine percent of U.S. construction 
industry employees are women, but I ? m proud to note that 
women make up 38 percent of CK’s workforce. 

WHAT IS A LIFE LESSON YOU’VE LEARNED? 

To listen. That means I try my best not to be thinking of my 
next comment when someone else is talking. Also, I’m an 
engineer, so by nature I’m a problem-solver. I need to remind 
myself that not everything is a problem that needs to be 
solved. 

WHAT’S ONE ITEM ON YOUR BUCKET LIST? 

I have always wanted to rent a villa abroad with my sister and 
mom. We would go to the market, maybe find a local chef 
to take us around and pick out all types of local ingredients. 
Then we would all go back to our villa and prepare a fresh, 
amazing meal. Since it’s a bucket list item, I could see us stay¬ 
ing for three weeks, which would be longer than I’ve ever 
been away from work. 

CATS, DOGS OR HOUSEPLANTS? 

Houseplants! I got my green thumb from my mom. My house 
used to be full of plants. Now they are limited to make sure 
my kids and dog don’t eat the leaves or knock them over. 

WHAT ARE YOUR PET PEEVES? 

Cold coffee. Coffee has to be really hot or what’s the point? I 
also like white wine ice-cold and red wine at the proper tem¬ 
perature ... which is not room temperature. Sometimes it’s the 
small things that really make the difference! 

WHAT IS YOUR “UNFAIR ADVANTAGE,” A SKILL OR 
QUALITY THAT DISTINGUISHES YOU? 

My work ethic and my passion for our company and our team 
members. Bottom line: that is the only way I can operate with 
the level of energy that I do. 



“LOOKING AT ME, NO ONE WOULD GUESS...” 

That I have a two-year-old and an 11 -year old. 

WHAT QUALITY DO YOU VALUE MOST IN YOUR 
FRIENDS? 


My best friends see the positive side. When I’m with them we 
get to smile and laugh together. Thankfully, they also make me 
think about things differently, and we challenge each other to 
be better. 

9 WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE THETA MEMORY? 

Only one?! I was in the charter class of Zeta Sigma at ONU, 
which of course made the whole experience so memorable. 
My younger cousin, Mandy Burgett Wushinske, was also ini¬ 
tiated at Zeta Sigma. I was still at ONU when she became 
president of our chapter (We made great memories at ONU.), 
and she is now president of the Fraternity. I’m so very proud 
of her. 



WHAT DOES THE CONCEPT OF WOMEN SUPPORTING 
WOMEN MEAN TO YOU? 


Early in my career, the women I looked up to in the industry 
were knowledgeable; they were respected. At the same time, 
they didn’t seem to want to pull me up and coach me. I never 
had a female counterpart who coached me until my late 
thirties and when that did happen, it was extremely powerful 
and insightful. 


So when I turned 40 and looked back on the past few years 
of women lifting me up and filling my cup, I decided I wanted 
to do the same thing for other women. I decided to start at 
our family of companies, so I co-founded the Women’s Ideas 
and Strategies Exchange (WISE) program. This mentorship 
program brings female construction team members together 
to share experiences and knowledge for personal growth and 
professional transformation. We need to keep reinforcing 
and developing one another’s strengths, building a network 
of mutual support. I feel the opportunities for women in our 
industry are endless—from more women in company leader¬ 
ship positions to more women on boards of directors—but 
we have to help each other to make it happen. 
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ON FOUNDERS DAY 2020, ABOUT 290 WOMEN CELEBRATED 75 YEARS OF THETA 
MEMBERSHIP. WE ARE CALLING THEM DIAMOND THETAS ... IN HONOR OF THEIR 

Diamond Anniversary 

EACH YEAR, THETA HONORS HER 75-YEAR MEMBERS BY MAILING THEM A SPECIAL PANSY PIN AND LETTER. 

THIS YEAR-IN HONOR OF THETA’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY-WE WANTED TO BEGIN A NEW TRADITION IN 
WHICH THESE PINS ARE HAND-DELIVERED WHENEVER POSSIBLE. VOLUNTEERS AND THETA STAFF MADE 
SPECIAL VISITS TO THE DIAMOND THETAS WHO INDICATED THEY WERE INTERESTED IN, AND ABLE TO HAVE, 

A VISIT. 

WE ARE SO HAPPY, BUT NOT AT ALL SURPRISED, TO LEARN ABOUT THE HEARTWARMING CONVERSATIONS 
AND CONNECTIONS THAT RESULTED! WE HOPE YOU ENJOY A SMALL SAMPLE OF THE STORIES, LAUGHS, 

AND LOVE THEY SHARED. 


► 

Nancy Schmidt Brunson, Alpha Mu/ 
Missouri, presented a 75-year pin 
and certificate to Kay Morris Lorenz, 
Alpha Nu/Montana. Asked why she 
joined Theta, Kay replied, “I thought 
Theta was the only sorority to be in 
... it was just so wonderful.” 



► 


Virginia Barker Moore, Alpha 
Omega/Pittsburgh, received her 
75-year pin and a hanging basket of 
pansies at the Santa Cruz Alumnae 
Circle holiday brunch. Rebecca Doerr 
Schell, Phi/Pacific, said, “Virginia is 
an amazing woman. At over 90 she 
can keep up in every way and better 
than someone half her age.” 



► 

On the 46th anniversary of her 
own graduation, Laurie McGregor 
Connor, Gamma deuteron/Ohio 
Wesleyan, thoroughly enjoyed visiting 
Dorothy Lerch Berner, also Gamma 
deuteron/Ohio Wesleyan. 




◄ 


When Anna McGee Moody was a 
collegian at the Alpha Nu house at 
the University of Montana, there were 
more than 30 beds on the top floor. 
Everyone brought her own hot water 
botdes to bed in “Siberia” as the large, 
unheated room (Montana in the winter!) 
was nicknamed. 


◄ 


Ginnie Allen Russo, Sandy Smeltzer, 
and Linda Deck LeMessurier, all Chi/ 
Syracuse, visited Maryanna Blanchard 
Robinson, also Chi/Syracuse (third from 
left). As a collegian, Maryanna walked 
from her family’s home to campus, a 
journey of about a mile. She remembers 
hiking through a snowstorm, only to 
discover that classes had been cancelled 
because the professors couldn’t reach 
them. 


◄ 


Janet Paine Peters, Beta Omega/ 
Colorado College, with Betty Goodman 
Giles, Omicron/USC. Betty remembers 
being a new member “forever and ever”: 
she pledged during the spring semester, 
then summer passed, then she had to 
make grades in the fall before being 
initiated. During their pledge period, 
Betty and her sisters had chores like 
emptying the wastebaskets and a curfew. 
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ALPHA/DEPAUW 

Jean Alice Smith Howlett 

Betty Finley James 

Carrie Morrow Martin 

Barbara Furr Moorman 

Barbara Rieger Russell 

BETA/INDIANA 

Sonya McKown Engle 

Ann Hamilton Gibson 

Joann Hodson Meigs 

Pat Redens Wrege 

GAMMA/BUTLER 

Nancy McClamrock Cranny 

Nancy Schreiber Jenkins 

Betty Jo Fark Pavey 

Jean Faulconer Phillips 

Joan Beckett Whelden 

DELTA/ILLINOIS 

Joyce Davis Holson 

Frances Brigham Johnson 

Mary Wellinghoff Moreland 

ETA/MICHIGAN 

Patricia Pontius Alberti 

Janet Richards Chamberlain 

Bev Pryor Hamilton 

Helen Corlett Higgins 

Jane Houston Nordlund 

Joan Lindsay Pontius 

I0TA/C0RNELL 

Jane Clark Byers 

Lyn King Dawson 

Mary Balph Dusch 

Eleanor Reid Forrow 

Elise Skylstead Kidder 

Cherry Solar McCurn 

Katherine Vogt Reuter 

Pat Chasteney Sawin 

Phyllis Ault Smith 

Patricia Peck Tiebout 

KAPPA/KANSAS 

Nancy Welker Bruce 

Pat Maloney Grantham 

Peggy Maloney Sinning 

LAMBDA/VERMONT 

Aileen Nichols Levinson 

Suzanne Shepard Warner 

GAMMA DEUTERON/OHIO WESLEYAN 

Dorothy Lerch Berner 

MU/ALLEGHENY 

Carol Kelly Phillips 

Ardis Kaufman Reid 

Maggie Alesen Sheppard 

Martha Murray Weaver 

OMICRON/USC 

Nancy Ayres Deyoung 

Betty Goodman Giles 

Marilyn Williams Hodges 

Jane Colburn Rankin 

Mary McCarey Washburn 

RHO/NEBRASKA 

Helen Gillespie Jacupke 

Bette Evans Kidd 

Patricia Colton Lodge 

Katherine Reese Marvin 

Delphine Ayers Sanks 

Willa Davis Seemann 

Jane Condon Winnail 

Virginia Deforest Zaiss 

TAU/NORTHWESTERN 

Carolyn Doane Bowman 

Carol Smith Doane 

Joan Johnson Edwards 

Betty Dantonet Engelmann 

Connie Brooks Malm 

Ginny Thomas Park 

Joanne Lackner Pasotti-O’Donohue 

Ruth Voigt Penrod 

Patricia Louis Peterson 

CHI/SYRACUSE 

Margaret Adams Dickie 

Maryanna Blanchard Robinson 

PSI/WISCONSIN 

Mary Lou Peyla Jackson 

Barbara Sanner Miller 

Harriet Minton Strand 


CELEBRATING 75 YEARS 

A DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY IS WORTH CELEBRATING! THESE WOMEN 
WERE INITIATED INTO KAPPA ALPHA THETA IN 1945 AND OFFICIALLY 
CELEBRATED 75 YEARS IN THETA ON FOUNDERS DAY. 


OMEGA/UC BERKELEY 

Shirley Brown Conner 

Camille Kilburn Coonley 

Joan Bowker DeYager 

Jean Barbe Kjar 

Katharine Shaw Thompson 

Ginny Boyd Williams 

Marian Polhemus Woessner 

ALPHA GAMMA/OHIO STATE 

Marion Spring Beaumont 

Laura Bowers Hamilton 

Pat Sharp Hurst 

Ina Peelle Miller 

Babs Hanna Pfeiffer 

Ruth MacDonald Rose 

Jane Loren Sedgwick 

Barbara Rupp Weiant 

ALPHA DELTA/GOUCHER 

Ann Wilson Townsend 

ALPHA ETA/VANDERBILT 

Linda Crank Moseley 

ALPHA THETA/TEXAS 

Jane Moore Arledge 

Elizabeth Robinson Bechtol 

Barbara Dyer Hardin 

Barbara Blair Hartwell 

Virginia Strother Higgins 

Bo Owen McCall 

Kathleen Tyler Nitschke 

Mary Janell Sain Vail 

Carolee Ewing Youngblood 

ALPHA IOTA/WASHINGTON-ST. LOUIS 

Janet Ames Borman 

Joyce McRoberts East 

Barbara Taber Gerstung 

Marie McWilliams Hager 

Jackie Kratky Lang 

Dorothy Knupp Lothman 

Betty Widmer Salisbury 

ALPHA LAMBDA/WASHINGTON 

Mary Lou Gardner John 

Mary Theis Moss 

Barbara Bowden Pringle 

Mary Darling Strausz 

ALPHA MU/MISSOURI 

Sally Ray Hale 

Joanne Paterson Hodges 

ALPHA NU/MONTANA 

Donna Fanning Bryggman 

Charlene Lucy Jones 

Kay Morris Lorenz 

Anna McGee Moody 

ALPHA XI/OREGON 

Nancy Wortman Coffey 

Margueritte Hirschbuhl Drake 

Caralee Lockwood Longwood 

ALPHA OMICRON/OKLAHOMA 

Judy Conrad Haworth 

Lois Woodard Holmboe 

ALPHA PI/NORTH DAKOTA 

Lorna Eyolfson Harris 

Donna MacDonald Meade 

Barbara Parson Olsen 

ALPHA RHO/SOUTH DAKOTA 

Mary Ann Peete Crouch 

Patricia Stutenroth Dubes 

Phyllis Gross Foley 

Patricia Pearson 

ALPHA SIGMA/WASHINGTON STATE 

Barbara Seat Beller 
Janet Morss Herren 
Dorothy Bradford Hockett 
Nellie Hodgson James 
Jean Borchardt Miller 
ALPHA TAU/CINCINNATI 
Dot Janda Beard 
Marjorie Theiss Fleischbein 
Alice Whaling Fossett 
ALPHA UPSILON/WASHBURN 
Sandy Armbruster Hardesty 
Jeanne Cornelius Hentzler 
Mary Lewis Kresie 
Nancy Lindemuth Laster 
Jeanne Woodcox Taggart 


ALPHA PHI/TULANE 

Marion Delcroix Ecuyer 
Joan Cantrell Inzer 
Earline Rutter Peterson 
Beverly Jackson Powers 
Betty Magee Schmitt 
ALPHA CHI/PURDUE 
Pat Heinmiller Arlt 
Jan Nothelfer Holabird 
Jill Pritchard Wilson 
ALPHA PSI/LAWRENCE 
Pat Hamar Boldt 
Carol Hawley Chapin 
lla Weber Gocke 
Nancy Moran Larson 
Miriam Below Porter 
ALPHA OMEGA/PITTSBURGH 
Annabel Montgomery Clinton 
Pat Irons 

Virginia Barker Moore 


Marjorie Gilliam Garrett 
Jo Gibbony Graves 
Terry Provoost Kellen 
Shirley Carter Schell 
Caroline Gill Sikorsky 
BETA GAMMA/COLORADO STATE 
Dede Blevins Austin 
Pauline Marinick 
Maxine Gibson Mefford 
Mary Donk Olson 
Ellen White Stratton 
Shirley Stewart Uhran 
BETA DELTA/ARIZONA 
Elaine Abbate Bonugli 
Letitia Thurman Cobble 
Katie Ely O’Brien 
BETA EPSILON/OREGON STATE 
Margaret Findley Brown 
Beverlee Dolan Hall 
Lillian Maki Hamilton 
Judy Hamilton Harms 
Kathleen Hughes 
Dorothy Ingham Miller 
Zoe Bandy Reith 
BETA ZETA/OKLAHOMA STATE 
Pat Headrick Adams 
Janet Walker Brenner 
Catherine Harrup Sutton 
BETA ETA/PENNSYLVANIA 
Jean O’Neill Huntington 
Shirley Bailey Huntington 
Jane MacCabe Kelly 
Ruth Michener King 
Mary Mitchell 
Jackie Wendel Wiegand 
BETA IOTA/COLORADO 
Sheila Dryden Bateman 
Anne Hogaboom Cleeves 
Bunny Smyth Connell 
Jane Purchard Larrowe 
Madelyn Ardell Major 
Helen Griffith Minteer 
BETA KAPPA/DRAKE 
Clarice Gustason Gourley 
Jean Wilson Smith 
Marty Spotts Watson 
BETA LAMBDA/WILLIAM & MARY 
Priscilla Leggett Boylan 
Nora Spann Chandler 
Jane Seaton Harrell 
Carol Parker Shafer 
Carol Talbot 
BETA MU/- 
Alice Etchart Getto 
Robbie Whitney McBride 
Carolyn Smythe Van Dyke 
BETA NU/FLORIDA STATE 
Marian McEwen Hutchison 
Sue Brophy Sayre 
BETA XI/UCLA 
Joan Baker Bretz 
Virginia Wilkinson Brooks 
Marilyn Lovett Handy 
Becky Bridges Jakosky 
Mary Wagner Scott 
Letitia Walker Sellers 


BETA OMICRON/IOWA 

Barbara Ellison Fumagalli 

Barbara Bygrave Smith 

Carol Burtis Watkins 

BETA PI/MICHIGAN STATE 

Mac McRay Eberstadt 

Martha Baker Freeman 

Barbara Rice House 

Val Wilder Korth 

Ruth Meinke Milliken 

Audra Hatch Nickerson 

BETA RHO/DUKE 

Mary Divine Gill 

Janet Camphausen Taylor 

BETA SIGMA/SMU 

Jeanne Newman Clark 

Mary Kindley Cobb 

Mary Walker Harrington 

Betty Wilson Starkey 

BETA TAU/DENISON 

Sue Daly Calvert 

Mary Alice Henderson Hassett 

Loretta Griffen Hawthorne 

Nancy Martin Pryor 

Margaret McAllister Sedgwick 

BETA UPSILON/BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Marian Ball Creer 

Lorna Wilson Guild 

Marguerite Holt Murray 

BETA PHI/PENN STATE 

Mary-Margaret Barnett Ball 

Joyce Parker Barnicle 

Nan James Cameron 

Joan Bissey Field 

Anne Dunaway Folwell 

BETA CHI/ALBERTA 

Betty Graham 

Lois Courtney Hall 

Doris Dau Roper 

Marg Weir 

BETA PSI/MCGILL 

Dody Watson Evans 

Elizabeth Grubb Hedden 

Joy MacKay McCaskill 

BETA OMEGA/COLORADO COLLEGE 

Barbara Smith Armstrong 

Marilyn Keeley Johnson 

Jacqueline Petter McFarland 

Barbara Reynolds Romsdal 

GAMMA GAMMA/ROLLINS 

Norma Depperman Boyle 

Mary Waterman Pickup 

Doris Hash Tilghman 

GAMMA DELTA/GEORGIA 

Helen Monoxelos Dean 

Mary Northcutt Edwards 

Norma Tomey Kralik 

Grace Greene Pace 

GAMMA EPSILON/WESTERN 

Jean McLean Townsend 

GAMMA ZETA/CONNECTICUT 

Joyce Rudes Jenusaitis 

Helen Gueble Koss 

Audrey McNamara Nevis 

GAMMA ETA/MASSACHUSETTS 

Josephine Colorusso Gravallese 

Adriana Vanderpol Leveillee 

Mary Miller 

Lynn Fales Strobeck 

GAMMA THETA/CARNEGIE MELLON 

Sammy Martin Arthur 

GAMMA IOTA/KENTUCKY 

Marjorie Sulzer Collier 

Wanda Shupert Eisenach 

Mildred Long Ewen 

Jean Spicer King 

Charlotte Knapp Reeder 

Marilyn Mitchell Walburn 


BETA BETA/RANDOLPH-MACON WOMAN’S COLLEGE 
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SITE 2 SEE 


Grand 

Convention 



GRANDCONVENTION.KAPPAALPHATHETA.ORG 


Mark your calendars for July 8 to 11, 2020 (if you haven’t already)! Grand Convention 2020 will take place in 
Indianapolis: the city Theta headquarters calls home and just a quick trip from where the Fraternity was born in 
Greencasde, Indiana. 

In support of this milestone event, we’ve created a brand-new Convention website. Be sure to check grandconvention. 
kappaalphatheta.org often for frequently updated information on registration, schedules, speakers, and sponsors! 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT GRAND (THE GRANDEST EVER!) CONVENTION, TURN TO PAGE 28. 
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The Power of the Professor 



Renee Engeln 

Psychology 

Northwestern 

I am extraordinarily grateful to the 
women who took the time to 
nominate me for this award. To 
know that students appreciate 
the efforts I put in is immensely 
gratifying. I count myself as 
incredibly fortunate to have such 
hardworking, engaged students 
in my class. They tackle difficult 
concepts with honesty and rigor; 
they are creative in how they solve 
problems and respectful in how 
they communicate. These students 
truly make teaching a joy, and they 
give me hope for our future. 


Zeina Hakim 

Romance Studies 
Tufts 

My experience with Thetas in my 
classroom is that they are incred¬ 
ibly motivated and dedicated to 
French literature and culture. They 
are thoroughly prepared for class; 
they participate actively and have 
interesting and enriching comments 
to make about the texts we are 
analyzing. Most importantly, they 
possess a strong and consistent 
work ethic, a sensitive 
understanding of literary texts, 
and a genuine interest in 
knowledge and learning. 


Arthur Hochman 

Education 

Butler 

It is humbling to be selected for this 
honor. In terms of why, perhaps it 
is because I love being a teacher 
and see it as both a blessing and a 
privilege. I believe in active, joyful 
learning; I also believe in learning 
that has a concrete, community 
basis, so that the content is always 
contextual and involves learning 
through serving others. I see this 
most prominently in my student’s 
characters: their sense of empathy 
and caring. 


Jacob Kerby 

Biology 
South Dakota 

As one of the introductory biology 
professors, I end up with many 
Thetas in my classroom. Many also 
take my upper division courses as 
juniors and seniors. While I think 
they appreciate my approach in 
the classroom, I try to take the 
time to build the confidence of 
students who are intelligent but 
unsure of their abilities or even 
their career paths. I have always 
been impressed by this sorority and 
like to take the time to help these 
women reach their potential. 



Rachel Bezner Kerr 

Sociology 

Cornell 

My teaching goal is to support 
students as active learners, ones 
who also grow to appreciate their 
own knowledge and abilities, 
through fostering curiosity, 
critical thinking, active student 
participation, and opportunities to 
learn through a wide range of 
experiences. I am committed to 
ensuring rigor and sharing 
knowledge, while fostering 
creativity and passion about 
the world. 


Heather J. Rhodes 

Biology 

Denison 

I have been lucky to have a number 
of Thetas in my biology and 
neuroscience courses over the 
years, and they have often been 
outstanding students: engaged, 
curious, contributing to the 
classroom in wonderful ways. They 
have been the kinds of students I 
seek out to be tutors or TAs, to join 
my research lab, and to participate 
in projects in the community. I’m 
truly honored that they nominated 
me for this award. 


L. Daryl Smith 

Management 

Missouri 

I try to generate thought-provoking 
discussion among students, but I 
am also willing to share my own 
perspectives. I encourage my 
students to think strategically, 
while also paying close attention 
to the details. I love being in the 
classroom, as well as interacting 
with students over coffee or just 
walking around our building and 
the campus. 


Aimee Ulstad 

Integrated Systems Engineering 
Ohio State 

I interact with Thetas in two roles, 
one is as a faculty member in the 
classroom. I teach a large service 
course, Engineering Economics, and 
have about 1000 students per year. 
This class is very engaging, and 
students really enjoy it because it is 
taught from a practical perspective. 
Further, I am the faculty advisor for 
Society of Women Engineers chap¬ 
ter at Ohio State which has about 
400 members. This is a very active 
group and I support them in every 
way possible. 


E. Lee Walker 

Honors 

Texas 

My sense is that Thetas are deeply 
engaged in their interest in their 
community, have a strong bias 
toward taking action once they 
see an issue, and are tenacious 
in their follow-through and 
continuing commitment. 
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PROFILE 


AS NEWSCASTER AND NEWSMAKER, AWARD-WINNING BROADCAST 
JOURNALIST DIA DAVIDSON-SMITH COMMANDS BOTH SIDES OF THE CAMERA 


Davids on-Smith at a 
Lexington Herald-Leader 
photo shoot for the 
Kentucky Derby. 
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Even if her life were a series of reruns, Dia Davidson- 
Smith would see very little signaling her career in television. 

“My family loved taking pictures, but as a kid, I would 
always shrink away or put on sunglasses to disguise myself,” 
recalls Davidson-Smith, Gamma Delta/Georgia. “I was a 
sleepyhead, too, and never an early riser.” 

Ironically, cameras have been trained on Davidson-Smith, 
a native of Westtown, Pennsylvania, for decades, starting 
when she transferred from Emory, where she was a 
member of the Delta Zeta Chapter, to University of 
Georgia and affiliated with the Gamma Delta Chapter. 

And her workday began well before sunrise for 10 of her 
20 years as news anchor for WLEX 18, the NBC affiliate in 
Lexington, Kentucky. 

“Most people in my profession typically go to broadcast 
school and dream of being on television,” says Davidson- 
Smith. “But my journey into TV was backward. I went the 
opposite way: starting in public radio.” 

Davidson-Smith’s early academic path also followed the 
road less traveled. She attended first grade at the University 
of Ghana Primary School in Ghana, West Africa. At the 
time, her mother, Dr. Evelyn Gaynelle De Vane, was a 
visiting faculty member at the university, where she had also 
received her Ph.D. in Music/African Studies. At the other 
end of the spectrum, Davidson-Smith completed her last 
year of high school at Antilles School in St. Thomas, US. 
Virgin Islands. 

“Being the 'new kid’ at Antilles School was not so scary 
for me,” she recalls. “I was elected secretary of my senior 
class and was able to get my father (Colonel Fred Davidson 
III), who at the time was serving under President Reagan as 
deputy assistant secretary of the US Navy, Reserve Affairs, 
to speak at our high school graduation.” 

Yet her childhood also included many family trips to 
Georgia. Memories of Emory University in Adanta, with 
its stately Italian marble buildings and beautiful setting, 
remained particularly vivid. Years later, Davidson-Smith 
received early admission acceptance to the private research 
university, where she spent one year and joined the Delta 
Zeta Chapter. 

“But then I visited the University of Georgia for a football 
weekend, and that was all it took,” she says of her decision 
to transfer to UGA. “In just two days, I became a £ dawg’ for 
life!” Academically, Davidson-Smith’s freshman year credits 
translated to junior status at UGA, allowing her to graduate 
in three years with a bachelor’s degree in psychology. 

The accelerated pace continued with Davidson-Smith’s 
early admittance to Paul M. Hebert Law Center (part of the 
Louisiana State University system) during her final semester 
at UGA. “I was still finishing my studies at UGA while in 
law school,” she says, “and professors allowed me to mail 
assignments back to them.” 

Davidson-Smith also accepted an internship with a local 
news station’s sports department, where she gained her first 
glimpse of newsroom operations. The exposure, combined 


with a realization that law school wasn’t the fit she 
envisioned, led her to Temple University, where she 
earned a master’s degree in journalism. 

“I come from a long line of educators, so it was never a 
question of whether I’d go to college, but where” says 
Davidson-Smith. “Career-wise, I simply wanted to do 
something that would be of service to people.” 



LEX18/NBC coverage of the Kentucky Derby. Fabulous hats 
are de rigueur. 


STEPPING STONES 

Davidson-Smith started her career in public radio as a 
membership coordinator for Temple University Public 
Radio before joining jazz station WJJZ-FM Philadelphia as 
promotions manager. She next moved to South Carolina, 
where she taught print journalism at Morris College in 
Sumter and worked on the side as an anchor/reporter at 
Columbia’s WIS News Radio 1320. At this point, her path 
turned toward television. 

“I enjoyed sharing, being relevant, and helping students 
hone their crafts,” Davidson-Smith recalls. “But a colleague 
suggested that if I was interested in television, I should take 
a position while I was young and ride it all the way out.” 

And although Davidson-Smith’s current status as anchor 
for LEX 18 news at noon, 12:30, 4, 5:30 and 7 p.m. has 
followed a relatively typical trajectory from smaller to larger 
markets and from reporting to anchoring, she still considers 
education a cornerstone and highlight of her “ride.” 

For instance, when she was a reporter/anchor at South 
Carolina Educational Television, Davidson-Smith won 
a National Education Association (NEA) Award for 
Advancement of Education through Broadcasting for 
Brainwaves , a weekly, 30-minute program that she describes 
as revolutionary. “Brainwaves highlighted educational 
innovations and achievements throughout South Carolina,” 
she says. “I traveled the state with a photographer, and we 
put together phenomenal packages that really got into 
storytelling, versus the run-and-gun of commercial 
television. I was bridging television and education and 
having a great time doing it.” 


“When I walked 
into the Theta 
house, I felt 
connected, at 
home, appreciated, 
and valued. Not 
because I was 
African-American, 
but because I was 
Dia Davidson.” 



Davidson with her Delta Zeta/Emory 
new member class. 
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“I was embraced by 
women who were 
forward-thinking, 
progressive, and 
willing to be 
inclusive. But it 
could be somewhat 
lonely, too. I felt 
rejected by African- 
American women 
in other sororities, 
where I was seen 
as a traitor.” 



Dia Davidson in front of the 
Gamma Delta house at Georgia. 


Among a lineup of awards and recognitions that include 
Emmy nominations for anchoring, 2003 YMCA Black 
Achiever, and 2000 Community Service Image Award, the 
NEA award is the one most prominently displayed in her 
home. “That award gives me great satisfaction, and repre¬ 
sents my most impactful work,” she says. 

Throughout her career, Davidson-Smith has continued to 
balance cameras and classrooms. While an anchor/reporter 
at WXLV-TV in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, she also 
served as an adjunct instructor at North Carolina A&T 
State University, where she taught various broadcast courses. 
And for the past 15 years, she has taught Journalism 
455: Diversity in Broadcasting/College Experience at the 
University of Kentucky. 

“That’s my joy, relief, happy spot, and where I feel most rel¬ 
evant,” she says. “Many of my students eventually become 
my colleagues, so it comes full circle.” 

In her role as news anchor, listening to and sharing stories 
is the most enjoyable aspect, and Davidson-Smith describes 
the cosmetic side as “something she could do without.” 
While producers write her news scripts, she takes care to 
infuse them with her own personality and style. 

“I 'Dia-tize’ text to make it more conversational,” she 
says. “Sometimes I’ll edit word choices so they roll off my 
tongue, or I’ll mark stars or ellipses to remind myself to 
pause or inflect. I want to bring emotion to the newscasts, 
rather than sound like a talking head.” 

She ranks Lexington’s 2003 ice storm—which shut down 
much of the city for nearly a month—as her most memo¬ 
rable and challenging broadcast. Called to work at 4 a.m. on 
a Sunday, Davidson-Smith was on the air live for the next 
seven and one-half hours. 

“There was only a camera,” she recalls. “No teleprompter 
and no opportunity to leave the set. We pre-empted every¬ 
thing in order to try to help people by telling them where 
the outages were located; how they could still get out in case 
of emergency; when to call the police. I just kept thinking 
about my grandmother—how I’d speak to her and what 
she’d need to know. 

“Hard work, dedication, and being in the right place at the 
right time ... I firmly believe all of this transferred to my 
success as a journalist and news anchor.” 

GROUNDBREAKING PATH 

Those same principles informed a decision Davidson- 
Smith made as a college freshman. Her choice, to join 
Kappa Alpha Theta chapters at two universities steeped in 
Southern traditions, was bold, brave, sometimes lonely, ulti¬ 
mately rewarding, and a defining moment for both Emory 
and UGA. 

“My mom graduated from Howard University and was 
a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA),” she says. 
“Growing up, I assumed the same would be true of me.” 

Instead, Davidson-Smith’s experience at an AKA tea event 


at Emory propelled her to go through what she calls “white 
rush.” Seated in a semi-circle, attendees at the event were 
asked to offer three adjectives to describe themselves. 
Davidson-Smith felt the two white women in attendance 
were treated differently, and disrespectfully, by some of the 
AKA members. 



Davidson-Smith with her husband, Ray Smith, Jr., and daughter, 
Rania De Vane Smith. 


“I admired these two women,” she recalls. “They were step¬ 
ping out of their comfort zones, even if it meant potential 
ridicule. But [some AKA members] didn’t show them any 
attention or respect. They were doing exactly what [African- 
Americans] always say is done to them. It upset me that 
they behaved that way, and it made the situation unpleasant 
for everyone. 

“I went back to the dorm, called my mom, and told her I 
wanted to go through white rush, which she completely 
supported. I was scared and nervous, because I had seen 
what 'my’ group had done. Would the same thing happen 
to me?” 

The memory of what did happen still gives Davidson-Smith 
goosebumps. cc When I walked into the Theta house, I felt 
connected, at home, appreciated, and valued,” she recalls. 
“Not because I was African-American, but because I was 
Dia Davidson.” 

A similar spirit prevailed when Davidson-Smith left Emory 
and sought to affiliate with UGA’s Gamma Delta Chapter. 
Although Davidson-Smith recalls a bit of “pushback” 
from some area alumnae, she says the college members 
were “progressive and forward-thinking” in welcoming 
her. Members of both chapters told her she was the first 
African-American woman in their chapter. 

Gamma Delta’s historic and ground-breaking move was 
covered by WSB-TV in Atlanta. A lead-up story high¬ 
lighted Theta at UGA, as well as an incident at another 
Southeastern Conference university in which an African- 
American woman was denied entry into a sorority. The 
follow-up story covered Davidson-Smith’s reaction and 
its significance. 
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“A barrier had been shattered, and it started an incredible 
journey for me at UGA,” she says. “I was embraced by 
women who were forward-thinking, progressive, and willing 
to be inclusive. But it could be somewhat lonely, too. I felt 
rejected by African-American women in other sororities, 
where I was seen as a traitor. 

“It was tough, but it opened the door and set a precedent. 
The experience allowed me to find an inner strength and 
confidence and reinforced my knowledge that I can hold 
my own in any environment.” 

Years later, she would also share an unexpected Theta link 
with her husband, Raymond Howard Smith, Jr., senior pas¬ 
tor of Broadway Christian Church in Winchester, Kentucky, 
and a long-time banking executive. A Purdue University 
graduate who played wide receiver for the Boilermakers in 
the late 1970s and early ’80s and later for the New Orleans 
Saints, Smith attended a Theta “pledge formal” as 
an undergraduate. 

“We still have his Theta pledge formal souvenir glass sit¬ 
ting right next to mine, even though they’re nearly ten years 
apart,” Davidson-Smith laughs. “I see it as a true sign of 
Theta being part of our lives and family for a lifetime!” The 
couple’s nine-year-old daughter, Rania, already talks about 
following her mother’s footsteps to UGA. 'My hope is that 
Rania finds her own path,” she says. “If she follows me to 
Theta, that would be great. But if she follows my mom to 
AKA, I would be equally proud.” 



Pluto joins the Davidson-Smith family for a photo at Disney World. 


FUTURE CHALLENGES 

An avid traveler, Davidson-Smith enjoys learning foreign 
languages and collecting international dolls. She also shares 
her mother’s passion for reading. “I constantly pick up a 
book, start it, but rarely finish before moving on to the next 
title,” she admits. “Because of my profession, I scan a vari¬ 
ety of books to stay 'in the know’ and miss a lot of the fine 
details. I leave that to my mother. I rely on her to finish the 
books I start and give me the CliffsNotes debrief! 

“She does that type of thing for me in many areas, too. I 
treasure and value her support and love.” 


Family connections and lessons are also the heart of moti¬ 
vational speeches that Davidson-Smith frequently delivers 
at grade schools and universities. She draws specifically on 
examples set by her grandfather, Herbert M. De Vane, 
who died when she was only 13. College-educated, he 
taught World War II troops of both races to read and 
write; he left the South after the war to work for the 
Veterans Administration. 

“He was strong, proud, fair, and hard-working, yet he had 
a gentleness about him that I still remember warmly,” 
Davidson-Smith says. “He suffered discrimination, with 
some of those instances being very similar to the ones I 
would experience in my own life. 

“He also taught me a poem by William Henley called 
'Invictus,’ which I recite at the end of many of my speech¬ 
es: 'It matters not how strait the gate, how charged with 
punishment the scroll, I am the master of my fate: I am the 
captain of my soul.’” 

A trailblazer in her own right, Davidson-Smith appreciates 
the strides made toward inclusion by traditionally white 
women’s fraternities and sororities, but she also acknowl¬ 
edges challenges to recruiting African-American and other 
women of color. “It’s somewhat understandable, because 
it’s a lonely journey,” she admits. “But I’m not sure what 
else is causing a lack of desire—whether it’s geographic or 
economic concerns. Or maybe (Theta) doesn’t talk enough 
about how inclusive we are.” 

Diversity and inclusion are also hot-button topics in the 
media industry. “When we still use color to identify organi¬ 
zations, and we see few, if any, minorities in leadership and 
decision-making roles in the media, it shows we still have a 
long way to go. 

“If I had to grade TV on diversity and inclusion, I’d give 
it a D.” 

The issues, she stresses, extend beyond race and run much 
deeper than adding names to rosters, whether in a sorority 
or on payrolls. “It’s only when we begin to have transparent 
conversations with each other that true change, or con¬ 
scious inclusion, can begin. The integration of our shared 
experiences into the daily working of life will allow every¬ 
one to enjoy and participate in the American dream.” 

A decade from now, Davidson-Smith hopes she’s still shar¬ 
ing the stories that impact her community—and breaking 
ground as she does. 

“With God in my heart, guiding my feet and going before 
me to pave the way, I am able to dream and achieve. I hope 
to be a role model to not only African-Americans in the 
communities I serve, but to all people. 

“God puts people in our path for a reason, a season, or a 
lifetime. It’s up to us to figure out which path each indi¬ 
vidual represents.” 



Davidson-Smith with her mom, 
Dr. Evelyn G. De Vane, and her 
daughter, Rania De Vane Smith. 
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UPSILON 


In 2011, Day of Service aligned 
perfectly with a homecoming 
service event at the University of 
Minnesota. Upsilon Chapter mem¬ 
bers picked up trash in the neigh¬ 
boring community, packaged hot 
lunches for the homeless, 
and raked lawns. 


DENVER 


In 2011, Denver Alumnae Chapter 
members created 30 bright and 
cozy flannel blankets for CASA 
children. Warm Hearts Warm 
Blankets is a signature service 
project of the chapter. 


DELTA UPSILON 


ORANGE COUNTY 


Orange County Alumnae Chapter 
members collected children’s 
books for donation to a Southern 
California charity in 2012, and also 
welcomed representatives 
from Theta Foundation. 


ETA MU 


Say thank you with cookies! 
In 2013, Eta Mu sisters baked and 
decorated Theta-themed cookies 
for Occidental’s custodial staff in 
gratitude for keeping the college’s 
living spaces clean and safe. 


SPOKANE 

Christ Kitchen is a nondenomina- 
tional ministry that provides work, 
job training, discipleship, support, 
and fellowship for women living in 
poverty in the Spokane area. For 
Theta’s inaugural Day of Service, 
members of Spokane Alumnae 
Chapter helped produce and 
package gourmet foods. 


Theta celebrated the decade anniversary of 
our International Day of Service on October 19, 
2019! For 10 years, we’ve honored Bettie Locke 
Hamilton’s birthday by purposefully spreading 
the widest influence for good to Thetas and 
non-Thetas alike. Here are some of our favorite 
photos of alumnae groups, college chapters, 
and individual members as they served their 
campuses and communities. 


Cleaning was never so much fun! 

The sisters of Delta Upsilon/ 
Eastern Kentucky celebrated Day 
of Service 2012 by tidying 
two parks near campus. 
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DELTA IOTA 

Breaking away from their fall break 
vacations in 2013, members of 
Delta Iota/Puget Sound organized 
supplies and helped serve families 
at a Tacoma-area food bank. 


TAU 

Sheep, rabbits, goats, ducks, 
chickens, and llamas ... oh, my! 
Tau/Northwestern members 
helped out during Petting Zoo 
Therapy Day at a residential 
community for seniors in 2013. 

HONG KONG 

Four Thetas living in Hong Kong 
in 2013 participated in Day of 
Service as well as the annual 
Hong Kong Cleanup—an effort 
to spruce up beaches, parks, 
and city streets. 


COLUMBUS 

Columbus, OH Alumnae Chapter 
members were up bright and 
early to volunteer at the 2014 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
Columbus Marathon and 
Half Marathon. 


DELTA KAPPA 

“Happiness is a warm puppy.” 

The Delta Kappa Chapter 
partnered with a local animal 
welfare society in 2014 to organize 
a puppy petting zoo for the entire 
LSU community to help alleviate 
midterm stress. 

DELTA ETA 



Encouraging messages written on 
Post-it notes by members 
of the Delta Eta Chapter raised 
the spirits of students, faculty, 
and administrators on the 
Kansas State campus in 2017. 

WESTCHESTER 

Westchester, NY Alumnae Chapter 
members celebrated Day of 
Service in 2018 at the Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk 
in Purchase, New York. 
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SNAPSHOTS 



A Joyce Wolfe Wilhelm, Katharine 
Danner, Sharon Schultz Jones, 

Karen Cromwell Blake, Ann Johns 
Sonnenberg, Barbara Renner Fletcher, 
Sharie Rulon Broadhead, Julie Vance 
Keller, Penny Shoop Kennedy, Colleen 
McKinstry Newell, and Ruth Crane Utti, 
all Alpha Chi/Purdue, reunited last fall 
in Oregon. 


B Harryette Fromong Lindley, Sharleen 
Isackson Fiddaman, Joan Matthews 
Miller, Jan Anderson Johnson, Judy 
Pratt Laird, Jo Heigele Souvignier, 
Barbara Anderson Fergusson, Jean 
Bussard Henry, and Gail Thompson 
Laursen, all members from the 1955 
new member class of Beta Epsilon/ 
Oregon State, enjoyed their 64th new 
member class reunion. 


C Nine alumnae from Gamma Delta/ 
Georgia’s 1960 new member class 
marked more than 60 years of Theta sis¬ 
terhood at Fernandina Beach. Pictured 

are Cleary Hollis Tanner, Nancy Baker 
Pandolfi, Margie Nelson Stockton, Joan 
Summers Gill, Judy Hubert Manning, 
Anna White Crowther, Betsy Haavie 
Perry, Jane Pullen Christian, and Marsha 
Thweatt Black. 


D Mary Gray, Natalie Darnell, Sally Ball 
Rhys, Cynthia Bretthauer, Karen Shea 
Morgenthaler, Lorelei Freeland Russell, 
Suzan Haggerty Weimar, Lisa Elder, 
Toni Reimers Kavanagh, and Kathy 
Evans Wilson, all Beta lota/Colorado 
initiates, celebrated their 40th reunion. 

E Twenty-one alumnae from the 1960 
new member class of Omicron/USC 
commemorated 60 years of sisterhood 
in sunny California. 


F Lambda Chapter alumnae who graduated 
from Vermont between 1972 and 1974 
gathered for a weekend reunion last fall; 
attending one or both days of the week¬ 
end’s sisterhood-filled events were Carol 
Hunter Breuer, Cyndy Coy, Bobbie Moser, 
Joan McLean Mallory, Mary Ellen Pisanelli, 
Jane Wilson Chambers, Dawn Edwards 
Robart, Katherine Robertson, Bobbi Levitt 
Hammond, Ann McKee Bannister, Martha 
Baker, Susan Specht Sargent, Althea Ruland 
Griffin, Marsha Smith Meekins, Linda Weamer 
Sullivan, Lisa Lebaron Hadley, and 
Lynda Amerman Vankleek. 


G Teresa Duryea, Jane Palmer Horlings, Betsy 
Petring Duryea, Sue Wirth Pawlowski, and 
Jane Matzke Christoffersen, all 
Rho/Nebraska, enjoyed the gorgeous 
view at Rocky Mountain National Park. 


H Alpha Upsilon/Washburn alumnae from the 
new member class of 1963 met in Kansas City, 
and their new member educator, who lives 
nearby, was able to join them. Front row: 

Judi Barker Barber, Barbara Dickeson Leabo, 
Jenifer Lucas; back row: Laurie Calder 
Graves, Kathy Portman, Ann McIntosh 
Adrian, Linda Gould Ralston, Mayre Macey 
Hoffman, Dana Hook Rooney, and 
Kathy McClure Hood. 


24 


KAPPA ALPHA THETA MAGAZINE 



KAPPA ALPHA THETA MAGAZINE 


25 




















(O ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
X & EVENTS 



I Cathey Clarke Bugg, Alpha Omicron/Oklahoma, was named 
as administrator of the year by the National Association of 
Elementary School Principals’ (NAESP’s) National Distinguished 
Principal (NDP) Program. The 2019 class of NDPs comprises 61 
accomplished elementary school and middle-level principals 
from across the nation and abroad. Cathey represented the 
Oklahoma Association of Elementary School Principals. 


Following the coincidence of crossing paths with a woman 
who was in labor in a parking lot, Mindy Levengood Cockeram, 
Epsilon Xi/Villanova, devoted her writing career to childbirth 
education and breastfeeding. Mindy’s a Lamaze certified 
childbirth educator (LCCE) and her books— Breastfeeding 
Doesn’t Have to Suck! and Cut Your Labor in Half— can be 
found at Amazon.com and Barnes & Noble. 


K Boomer At Your Service, the first children’s book by Vanessa 
Formica Keel, Gamma Mu/Maryland, debuted in October. 
After disaster, catastrophe, and calamity, Boomer, a service 
dog, finds friendship, his happily-ever-after home, and his 
special purpose in life. 

L Karen Schultz Alter, Gamma/Butler, was recognized as a 2019 
Women of Influence by Indianapolis Business Journal (IBJ). 
After serving as vice president and then senior vice president 
of Borshoff, an Indianapolis-based advertising and public 
relations agency, she became an owner in 2011, and in 2019, 
her three partners chose Alter to be Borshoff’s first CEO. 

IBJ’s Women of Influence program honors women who 
have risen to the highest levels of business, the arts, and 
community and public service in central Indiana. This 2019 
class of 23 accomplished women included physicians, 
educators, business owners and executives from banking, 
law, manufacturing, health care and more. 



ALUMNAE & COLLEGIANS 


M The Westchester, NY Alumnae Chapter hosted an autumn 
kickoff/tailgate meeting; members wore their favorite college 
or NFL football team colors and brought their favorite tailgat¬ 
ing treats to start the fall term off right. 

N Five alumnae-Trilogy Brodsky Mattson, Michelle Landau 
Brooks, Laura Nathan Ellen, Hunvey Chen, and Barbara 
Smoyer Peterson-from Alpha lota/Washington-St. Louis met 

in St. Louis for dinner. 
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SNAPSHOTS 


O Members of Beta Xi/UCLA celebrated Day of Service 2019 
by making blankets for the Deserving Love Foundation in 
California. Deserving Love’s mission is to provide resources to 
families facing housing instability, financial loss, and emotional 
trauma: “Deserving Love’s goal is to help families in the com¬ 
munity become self-sustaining and flourish with dignity.” 

P The ladies of Eta Omega Chapter at Saint Louis participated 
in the sweetest fall-themed photo shoot! 


Q For Day of Service, the Orange County Alumnae Chapter 

made dog toys from old T-shirts to donate to the Irvine Animal 
Shelter. 

R The Indianapolis Alumnae Chapter celebrated Day of Service 
by collecting items and making birthday gift bags for foster 
children in the CASA program. 

S Theta sisterhood transcends geographic boundaries! When 
she learned that Jeanne Tyler Larson, Alpha Chi/Purdue, had 

suffered a fall in her South Carolina home, Noraleen Duvall 
Young, Alpha Chi/Purdue, knitted a throw in Jeanne’s favorite 
colors and sent it to her from Indianapolis. 
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GRAND CONVENTION 




% 






Nearly 1,000 Thetas will gather in Indianapolis July 8-12 to celebrate 150 years of sisterhood. You don’t 
want to miss this special time! From the moment you arrive at the Indianapolis airport and JW Marriott, 
you’ll experience Grand Convention like never before. Here’s what you can expect. 

• Theta volunteers to greet you at the airport and hotel, give you a warm welcome, and answer all your questions about 
transportation and registration. 

• Staff hosts located throughout the JW during the entire Convention to help you find meeting rooms, point you to the 
Theta Marketplace, and help you navigate the Grand Convention app. 

• A welcome event that will be fun, energetic, and make you proud to be a Theta! 

• More sponsors than ever to make your experience extra special. 

• An all-star lineup of Theta speakers, including Barbara Pierce Bush, Epsilon Tau/Yale; Simona Chin Campbell, Phi 
deuteron/Stanford; Kelly Corrigan, Epsilon Psi/Richmond; and Kate Snow, Iota/Cornell. 

• Informative discussions and programs for all attendees. 

• Official debut of the next Plan of Aspirations. 

• A sesquicentennial Theta Foundation Pansy Patch that will bloom brighter than ever! 

• Opportunities to visit Theta headquarters and travel to DePauw to see where it all began. 

• A Convention banquet experience that will link tradition to excitement about Theta’s future. 


LEARN MORE AT GRANDCONVENTION.KAPPAALPHATHETA.ORG 

• Registration for delegates opened February 3. 

• Non-delegate registration opens March 2. 

• To learn more about the Grand Convention website, turn to page 16. 
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The Speakers tab highlights the leading women who will share their inspirational stories at Convention. 




The Schedules tab includes day-by-day agendas that feature detailed program information. 



The Vendors tab includes links to vendors who have partnered with us to create special sesquicentennial items. 
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LEADING 



IT’S STILL TRUE THAT THE PHRASE LEADING WOMAN 
IS OPEN TO INTERPRETATION! IT’S ALSO TRUE THAT 
EACH THETA IS A LEADING WOMAN IN HER OWN WAY. 
WE WANT TO KNOW ALL THE WAYS OUR SISTERS 
WORK HARD TO BECOME THEIR BEST SELVES- 
AND HELP OTHERS DO SO, AS WELL. 


Subjects of our past Leading Woman articles share notable traits: drive, passion, and 
determination. We know Thetas are making waves all over the world, and we’re eager to 
know more about you! Tell us your stories by sending an email to Isabella Markovski, assistant 
editor: imarkovski@kappaalphatheta.org. 




Elizabeth Dula Nickles, CASA 



Kimberly Brosius Stocking, entrepreneur 


Samantha Gold, advocate for change 
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A NEW TRADITION: 

NPC ANNUAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 

BY: LORETTA GOOD | SIGMA KAPPA | NPC CHIEF MARKETING OFFICER 


Fraternity President Mandy Burgett Wushinske, Zeta Sigma/Ohio 
Northern; NPC Director Laura Ware Doerre, Delta Xi/North 
Carolina; Fraternity CEO Betsy Sierk Corridan, Beta Omicron/Iowa; 
and Fraternity CMO Julianne Butler, Delta Delta Delta, attended 
the inaugural National Panhellenic Conference (NPC) Annual 
Educational Conference in Memphis last October. 

“In conjunction with NPC’s new organizational and governance 
structure thatTook effect July 1, we have introduced ‘Our Grand New 
Tradition’—an annual educational event with programming of 
interest and value specifically to those working for and with 
women’s-only organizations,” said NPC Chairman Carole Jones, 
^Alpha Omicron Pi. “That includes member organization staff and 
volunteers, NPC volunteers, and other interfraternal partners.” 

Jones noted 2019’s event featured both large and small group 
educational sessions, with topics generated by the 2019-22 NPC 
Strategic Plan and NPC’s Advocacy Building Blocks. The NPC 
Foundation provided significant financial support for the educational 
sessions, as did many sponsors who supported programming, meals, 
^Refreshments, and other meeting service^/ 

The conference’s opening dinner celebrated the NPC community and 
special Panhellenic women. The program included recognition of the 
2017-19 NPC executive committee, introduction of the 2019-21 NPC 
board of directors, the presentation of new badges designed by Herff 
Jones, a memorial service, special presentations from NPC member 
organizations, and an update from the NPC Foundation. 

The following morning began with a keynote presentation by Liz 
Murray, who shared the inspirational story of her journey from being 
homeless at age 15 to graduating from Harvard. Relevant to the 
sorority experience, her message stressed the importance of finding 
a sense of belonging within a community and the transformational 
effects of mentorship. 

Talkspace counselor Elizabeth Hinkle, LMFT, then spoke to attendees 
about the mental health needs of young women as they transition 
from high school to college and provided resources to support the 
mental health of today’s collegians. 

During the afternoon, small-group educational breakout sessions 
..covered topics such as using data and patterns to grow the soror¬ 
ity movement, drug-use trends among college-age students, building 
Panhellenic sisterhood in alumnae organizations, and a day-in-the-life 
of a fraternity/sorority life campus professional. 

Next, NPC welcomed Christina Geist, brand strategist, bestselling 
author, and entrepreneur. She is founder of Boombox Gifts, an idea 
inspired by the 40th birthday celebration of a Chi Omega sister. 
During a conversation with Carole Jones, Christina shared her story 
of women’s friendships, sisterhood, empowerment, and leadership. 

Clark Brown, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, general counsel for the North 
American Interfraternity Conference (NIC), then presented an NIC 
litigation and health/safety update, including a discussion of 
newly adopted campus advocacy protocols and NIC’s updated 
position statements. 



During the NPC Foundation dinner, NPC Foundation President Ann 
Brookshire, Pi Beta Phi, presented the Women in Higher Education 
Achievement (WHEA) Award to Dr. Darcy L. Russell, dean of the 
college of arts and sciences at Baker University. Darcy is an 
accomplished researcher, professor, author, and presenter whose 
lifelong quest is to make difficult subjects understandable. She is also 
a member of Zeta Tau Alpha and a long-time NPC volunteer. 

On the final morning of the conference, attendees participated in a 
large-group session, “Reflections From the Anti-Hazing Coalition,” 
with Richard Braham, Evelyn Piazza, and Jim Piazza, three parents 
who have lost sons to hazing. During the past two years, the 
Brahams, Piazzas, and other members of the Anti-Hazing Coalition 
(AHC) have become part of our interfraternal family. This 
discussion, moderated by NPC Chief Executive Officer Dani 
Weatherford, Delta Gamma, provided an opportunity for the parents 
to share lessons from their discussions about hazing with thousands 
of sorority women, their legislative efforts to end hazing, and the 
future work of the AHC. 

During the Saturday morning educational breakout sessions, 
attendees chose from four topics: current membership expectations 
from potential new members, how and why women haze, mentorship 
in today’s sorority world, and an exploration of bias in the Panhellenic 
sorority experience. 

At lunch, Carole Jones delivered the “State of the Conference” 
address, highlighting the work of NPC volunteers and staff to 
position NPC and the entire sorority community for a strong future 
as they execute the NPC Strategic Plan. She also highlighted the work 
plans of the board of directors for the coming year. A number of 
award recipients were also recognized. 

Afternoon educational sessions began with the final set of breakout 
topics: personality trends and member motivations within sorority 
chapters, creating a culture of well-being in organizations, technology 
and volunteers, and the benefits and outcomes of implementing a 
common reading program in a college Panhellenic community. 

During the final large-group session, NPC Chief Operating Officer 
Jenny Greyerbiehl, Alpha Xi Delta, moderated a panel discussion with 
four local campus administrators to discuss higher education trends. 
These professionals shared their thoughts on how sororities have 
contributed to their campuses and what sororities need to do to 
remain on campuses'in the future. 

The closing dinner included a program by Fran Becque, Ph.D., 
historian and archivist for Pi Beta Phi. Her “The Power of 26” 
program helped attendees be more informed about and inspired by 
the history of the sorority movement; the story of NPC; and the 
women who founded, joined, and built our organizations. 


“NPC is already looking forward to next year and building on 
the success of this inaugural educational conference,” said 
NPC’s CEO, Dani Weatherford. 






LIFE LOYAL 
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W HOME 


(AND NIW PH8K8S! 


WE’RE SO EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THETA LIFE LOYAL HAS MOVED TO A NEW ONLINE HOME. 
THETALIFELOYAL.ORG IS A RE-IMAGINED AND REFRESHED AREA OF THE MAIN THETA WEBSITE. IF YOU’RE NOT 
ALREADY A LIFE LOYAL MEMBER, IT’S EASIER THAN EVER TO ENROLL IN THE PROGRAM! IF YOU’VE ALREADY 
ENROLLED, IT’S EASIER THAN EVER TO LEARN HOW LIFE LOYAL HELPS THETA AND HER MEMBERS. 



WE’RE ALSO EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE SOME NEW BENEFITS 
FOR LIFE LOYAL MEMBERS. 

A 10 percent discount on 150 Years of Kappa Alpha Theta, our sesquicentennial book that reflects on our rich history 
through archival images and artifacts. (Email thetal50@kappaalphatheta for more information.) 

A 15 percent discount on the 2020 Collection, a limited-edition jewelry collection that includes exact replicas of the 
badges our founders wore in 1870. (The discount will be applied when your transaction is processed.) 

Join us and learn more: thetalifeloyal.org 
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BECOME A LIFE LOYAL THETA! 

THESE WOMEN ENROLLED BETWEEN AUGUST 1 AND OCTOBER 31, 2019. 


BETA/INDIANA 

Anne Holterhoff Leonard 

DELTA/ILLINOIS 

Stephanie McKinnon Keehn 

ETA/MICHIGAN 

Betsy Turrell Farrar 

I0TA/C0RNELL 

Gracie Olsavsky 

NU/HANOVER 

Bethan Roberts 

OMICRON/USC 

Lisa Wong Grode 
Bridget Finney Higley 
Jen Smith Safyan 

RHO/NEBRASKA 

Beth Moutrie Mikosh 

CHI/SYRACUSE 

Lindsay Olivette Varre 

ALPHA GAMMA/OHIO STATE 

Annie Bell Brown 

ALPHA THETA/TEXAS 

Ellen Thomas Shambaugh 

ALPHA LAMBDA/WASHINGTON 

Phyllis “Phil” Armstrong Harnish 

ALPHA MU/MISSOURI 

Jamie Lunsford Johnson 

ALPHA XI/OREGON 

Claire Gimre 

ALPHA 0MICR0N/0KLAH0MA 

Marisue Pounders Smith 


ALPHA RHO/SOUTH DAKOTA 

Vicky Vander Vorste King 

ALPHA SIGMA/WASHINGTON STATE 

Angie Jeffries Withers 

ALPHA PHI/TULANE 

Anna Etheridge 
Erin Hanley Panchal 

ALPHA OMEGA/PITTSBURGH 

Judith Gebhard Smith 

BETA GAMMA/COLORADO STATE 

Rebecca Reutter 

BETA IOTA/COLORADO 

Kathy Bates Sugnet 

BETA NU/FLORIDA STATE 

Beth Black Spreitzer 

BETA PI/MICHIGAN STATE 

Kristin Livingston Carlson 
Anne Held Reeves 
BETA SIGMA/SMU 
Brooke Douglass Graubart 
Me Piper 

BETA TAU/DENISON 

Terri Waldo Pike 

GAMMA GAMMA/ROLLINS 

Christina Sage Quigley 

GAMMA DELTA/GEORGIA 

Leslie Brown 

GAMMA ZETA/CONNECTICUT 

Margaret Romefelt Sigler 


GAMMA IOTA/KENTUCKY 

Alice Emberton-Feazell 

GAMMA MU/MARYLAND 

Andrea Johnson Magers 

GAMMA RHO/UC SANTA BARBARA 

Renee Wellman Clever 

GAMMA SIGMA/SAN DIEGO STATE 

Talia Goesling 

GAMMA TAU/TULSA 

Maddie Beathard 

GAMMA PHI/TEXAS TECH 

Trudy Kellogg Alcorn 
Kara Larvin Hughes 
Jean Shaw Legg 
Taylor Romig 

GAMMA PSI/TCU 

Kathryn Garner 

DELTA ZETA/EMORY 

Patti Westermann Slade 
Linette Villiere 

DELTA IOTA/PUGET SOUND 

Lindsay Schommer Brouillet 
Kayla Littleton 

DELTA TAU/MONTANA STATE 

Susan Heckerman Beisel 

DELTA OMEGA/TEXAS A&M 

Lauren Mulkey Shriver 

EPSILON EPSILON/BAYLOR 

Susannah Jones 


HOW DOES IT WORK? 

It’s easy to enroll a friend or relative or 
make a gift honoring your chapter! 
Go to thetalifeloyal.org and choose the 
Sign Up Now! link to give a Life Loyal 
membership to a Theta sister. Choose 
the Honor Your Chapter link 
to give a Life Loyal membership 
to a college chapter. The chapter will 
select a graduating senior on 
whom to bestow the gift. 


HOW DO I ENROLL MYSELF? 
Online: 

Simply go to thetalifeloyal.org to 

join and pay through our secure website. 

Phone: 

Call Theta headquarters, 800-526-1870, 
to provide your contact and payment 
information over the phone. 

Mail: 

Print the enrollment form available at 

thetalifeloyal.org and mail the 
completed form with your check 
or credit card information to: 

Kappa Alpha Theta 
attn: Kristi Tucker 
8740 Founders Road 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46268 


EPSILON LAMBDA/DICKINSON 

Kelly Wetzel 

EPSILON MU/PRINCETON 

Charmaine Shryock Bailey 

EPSILON PSI/RICHMOND 

Heather Cook Lutz 

ZETA ETA/WOFFORD 

Spenser Cheek 

ZETA LAMBDA/CHARLESTON 

Alexandra Rivers 

ZETA NU/UC DAVIS 

Jennifer Roberts 

ZETA UPSILON/UT DALLAS 

Teagan Batts 

ETA THETA/CENTRAL FLORIDA 

Arianna Laidley 

ETA OMICRON/NORTH FLORIDA 

Ashley Cooper-Heath 

ETA SIGMA/CHAPMAN 

Grace Douglass 

ETA UPSILON/SAN FRANCISCO 

Natasha Rogen 

THETA OMICRON/UNC CHARLOTTE 

Eleanor Boyd 


LIFE LOYAL 
MEMBERS RECEIVE 

A lifetime subscription to 
the Kappa Alpha Theta Magazine 
Fraternity dues payment for life* 

A handcrafted lapel pin 
A limited-edition gift from our 
Life Loyal collection and more! 

*Not including alumnae chapter dues. 

❖ 

KAPPA ALPHA THETA 

LIFE LOYAL 
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WORDS OF WISDOM 



Food for Thought: 

4 Tips to Fight Food Waste 

Clara Wicoff, Delta Eta/Kansas State, is a senior studying agricultural economics and global food 
systems leadership at Kansas State University. A 2020 Marshall Scholar and a 2019 Truman Scholar, 
she is passionate about promoting food security to reach “zero hunger” across the globe. 


According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations, one in nine people in the world is food 
insecure. At the same time, roughly one-third of food 
produced for human consumption is lost or wasted each 
year. When we throw away food, we are wasting more than 
just the food itself; we are wasting the water, land, energy, 
and other resources used to produce it. Additionally, food 
waste rotting in landfills produces greenhouse gases. Taking 
steps to reduce the amount of food we waste not only 
benefits the environment and the climate but can also help 
us save money! Here are four tips to fight food waste. 


Tip #1 Shop Smart 

Before going to the store, think about the meals that you 
will eat this week. What ingredients do you need to make 
those meals? “Shop your kitchen first” by checking your 
refrigerator and cupboards and preparing a list of items you 
still need. Include quantities on your list to avoid buying 
more food than you will use. Shopping from a list will help 
you buy only the food that you know you will use, which 
will save you money and help you reduce food waste. Only 
buy in bulk if you know you can actually use all the food 
before it expires. 

Tip #2 Store Properly 

Keep your food fresh for as long as possible by learning 
how to store different items properly. For example, milk and 
eggs should not be stored in the door of the refrigerator 
because it is too warm. Ripe avocados should be placed 
in the refrigerator. Tomatoes should be stored on the 
counter with their stems up, out of direct sunlight. The 
USDA FoodKeeper app and the Save the Food website are 
two useful resources that can help you prevent waste by 
learning the optimal way to store different foods. 


Tip #3 Understand Date Labels 

Research has found that 20 percent of consumer food waste 
is due to confusion over food date labels. Misunderstanding 
the terms used on these labels (“Best If Used By,” “Best 
By,” “Freshest By,” “Use By,” “Sell By,” and others) can 
cause consumers to throw away food that is still safe to 
eat. Some of these terms (such as “Best If Used By”) are 
indicators of food quality, while others (such as “Use By”) 
are indicators of food safety. “Understanding Date Labels” 
at fdareader.com is a good resource for helping you prevent 
food waste. 


Tip #4 Rethink Your Restaurant Order 

Finally, don’t forget to think about food waste outside your 
home! When ordering at a restaurant, be mindful of how 
much food you will actually eat. You can always ask if 
smaller portions are available. If you have leftovers at the 
end of the meal, ask for a to-go box. When you get home, 
place this box in a visible area of your refrigerator as a 
reminder to eat the leftovers soon. 

Sometimes, global problems like hunger can seem 
overwhelming. But as a consumer, you have the ability to 
help fight food waste. Shopping smart, storing food 
properly, understanding date labels, and rethinking your 
restaurant order are simple ways to get started. Your 
wallet—and the planet!—will thank you for doing so. 
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Kappa Alpha Theta sisters could save even more on car 
insurance with a special discount. 

Get a free quote and see how much you could save. 


KA0 


MEMBER DISCOUNT 


geico.com | 1-800-368-2734 | Local Agent 


Limitations apply. See geico.com for more details. GEICO & affiliates. Washington, DC 20076 © 2020 GEICO 19_222458 



❖ 

Support the 
next generation 

of Thetas. 

NEXTGENERATIONKAPPAALPHATHETA.ORG 


HELP US TELL THE STORY 

For 150 years, Kappa Alpha Theta has touched 
the lives of every member in ways large and 
small. Your experiences and memories are 
unique to your Theta life! As part of our 
sesquicentennial celebration, we’re gathering 
photos that capture Theta memories 
across the years. 

Will you help us tell the story of 150 years 
of sisterhood? To add your own piece of 
Theta history to Theta’s archives, send 
high quality scans or digital images, along 
with brief descriptions, to 
thetal 50@kappaalphatheta.org. Photographic 
prints may be mailed to 
Staff Archivist Noraleen Young, 

8740 Founders Rd, Indianapolis, IN 46268. 
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THETA CONNECTIONS TRANSCEND PARTY AND STATE 
LINES, ECONOMIC STRATA, AGE, AND OTHER DIVIDERS. 
AS ONE OF MY PLEDGE SISTERS LIKES TO SING: 

“WE ARE FAMILY: I’VE GOT ALL MY SISTERS AND ME.” 

Paula Burkes, Beta Zeta/Oklahoma State 
Oklahoman.com 9.29.2019 


INSPIRED BY NEW YORK SOCIALITES’ ANTIQUE SHOWS, 
THE LADIES SOUGHT TO UP THEIR FUNDRAISING 
GAME—PEDDLING CROCHETED COAT HANGERS AND 
MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS JUST WASN’T CUTTING IT. 
LITTLE DID THEY KNOW THE SHOW WOULD RUN FOR 
SEVEN DECADES, MORPHING INTO ONE OF THE BIGGEST 
AND MOST IMPORTANT ANTIQUE SHOWS IN HOUSTON. 
PaperCity Magazine, 11.19.2019 


[THETAS] HAVE BEEN THE KINDS OF STUDENTS I 
SEEK OUT TO BE TUTORS OR TAs, TO JOIN MY 
RESEARCH LAB, AND TO PARTICIPATE IN PROJECTS 
IN THE COMMUNITY. 

Heather J. Rhodes 
Associate Professor, Denison 
(See page 17.) 


I CHOSE THE RIGHT ROAD, THE ONE THAT LED ME TO 
THE ALPHA UPSILON CHAPTER OF KAPPA ALPHA 
THETA AND A NEW CHAPTER IN MY LIFE. 

Donna J. Meyer, Alpha Upsilon/Washburn 
(See page 9.) 


I GOT TO LIVE THE INSPIRING STORY OF FOUR 
BRAVE YOUNG WOMEN CREATING A SPACE FOR 
THEMSELVES IN A WORLD THAT WAS DETERMINED 
TO EXCLUDE THEM. 

Sophia Hoffman, Alpha/DePauw 
(See page 7.) 


IN THE SPIRIT OF SISTERHOOD AND GIVING, 835 
DONORS CONTRIBUTED MORE THAN $483,923 TO 
THE THETA FOREVER FUND ON GIVING TUESDAY! 

(See page 10.) 


WE NEED TO KEEP REINFORCING AND DEVELOPING 
ONE ANOTHER’S STRENGTHS, BUILDING A NETWORK 
OF MUTUAL SUPPORT. 

Lori Burgett Gillett, Zeta Sigma/Ohio Northern 
(See page 13.) 


THEY TAKE CARE OF OUR HOMES SO THAT THEY 
CAN BE ENJOYED BY THETAS FOR YEARS TO COME. 

Amanda Gaglio Rodriguez, Eta Theta/Central Florida 
(See page 8.) 


HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY. 

Delta Kappa/LSU 
(See page 23.) 


